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> Spinnaker hoisted, the Allures 45 goes well on the water

H
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aving owned an aluminium centreboard yacht for
13 years, on which I sailed 70,000 miles including a
circumnavigation of the world as well as voyages to
Antarctica and Alask, …

>
I know beyond any doubt that
this type of boat comes closest to my ideal
cruising boat. There are two basic reasons
for this: the aluminium for its strength
and ease of maintenance, the centreboard
for the advantages of shallow draft and
downwind sailing performance. But yacht
design and construction has moved a long
way since Aventura III was built in 1998,
something I realised as soon as I stepped
on board the new Allures 45 at the Paris
boat show. An invitation by Allures’ managing director Stephan Constance to visit the
boatyard and sail the Allures 45 was hard
to resist and, in early July, when I arrived in

Cherbourg, work on hull no. 8 was already
in full swing.
The main attraction of an aluminium
hull is its intrinsic strength. This is what
made me choose my last boat, and this is
the first thing that I look out for. So this
where I started at the Allures yard, my task
being made easy as there were four hulls
in various stages of completion lined up in
the vast hall, from a bare hull to a nearly
completed yacht, so I could have a close
look at the entire building and finishing
process.
A bare hull had just been delivered from
one of Allures’ subsidiaries so I took the

opportunity to crawl around the bilges
inspecting the quality of the work. What
that hull exuded more than anything else
was a sense of strength, from the 10 mm
plate used on the flat bottom, to the hull
tapering off from 8 to 6 mm and finally the
5 mm thick side decks. All seacocks were
welded so there was nothing obtruding
anywhere along the hull.
At the paint shop, the thing that struck me
was that absolutely no filler had been used
on the bare hull that was being readied
to be coated from the waterline to the
toerail with a special varnish. Sighting
along the hull with the large hangar doors

Jimmy Cornell

As we believe that the Allures 45 is a ground-breaking long distance cruising
yacht, we have asked Jimmy Cornell to sail the Allures 45 and tell us what he thinks
about our yacht. We decided to approach Jimmy Cornell primarily because he is an
experienced sailor who has sailed over 200.000 miles in the last 35 years, of which
70.000 miles were sailed on a boat very similar in concept as the Allures 45: his 43
foot aluminum, centerboard Aventura III, which he had owned for 13 years.

fully opened to let the light in, the gently
curving lines had a virtually unblemished
continuity. Moving on from boat to boat,
I gradually understood the reason why
Allures have been steadily overtaking their
competitors not only by producing better
quality yachts but also by managing to
keep their price down to a level that even
fibreglass boats of similar standard of
comfort and finish can hardly match.
One of the areas where Allures showed
their innovative spirit was in fitting their
aluminium yachts with a composite
superstructure, which allows them to
produce coachroofs of a more pleasing

design, a better ergonomically shaped
cockpit and, perhaps the greatest advantage of this approach, the ability to finish
fitting out the interior of the boat before
bonding the superstructure to the hull. In
order to preserve the strength and integrity
of the aluminium shell, the side decks are
part of the hull to which the superstructure
is glued with a flexible adhesive compound
and then riveted to the decks.

> A clear and efficient deck plan

> A large sail locker

> A luminous and comfortable interior

> interior

> performance

A

A

s you step down into the saloon, the immediate impression is one of airiness created by the light pouring through
the large moulded roof and side windows,...

>
Enhanced by the honey coloured
cherry woodwork tastefully matched
by pastel coloured furnishings. There
are several layout options but the most
popular seems to be the three cabins and
two washrooms arrangement, with the
master cabin occupying the forward part
of the boat. A version offered to those
who plan to leave on a longer voyage with
a small crew is a two cabin layout with
the portside aft cabin being fitted out as a
utility room for washing machine, freezer,
workbench, ample storage space and one
or two folding cot bunks if needed. There is
generous headroom throughout, not just in
the airy saloon but also in the forward and
aft cabins.
The layout of the saloon is dictated by the
need to accommodate the centreboard
casing which is incorporated in the central

settee. The large table drops down to form
a double bunk and I was told that owners
of the boats with a two cabin configuration
prefer to sleep here when in port as it is the
most comfortable part of the boat. Across
the isle is a functional galley flanked by a
front opening drawer type fridge.
The elevated navigation station with two
comfortable seats enjoys a panoramic view
and can be used as chart table or computer
desk with all instruments and communications equipment within easy reach. Next to
it is the electric control panel, with double
breakers for every circuit, various switches
and the electricity leak detector. With a
push of a button this indispensable piece
of equipment on an aluminium yacht will
show if there is any leakage, positive or
negative, so that the offending circuit can
be instantly isolated and the leakage traced

to its source. As every yacht is customized
to a smaller or larger extent, the boatyard
provides every yacht with its own wiring
diagram.
The standard engine is a Volvo 55 hp
contained in a sound proofed compartment
with engine noise levels being very low
both below and in the cockpit. The engine
is fitted with a 115A alternator charging
the two battery banks. There are front and
side panels providing access to every part
of the engine. There is equally good access
to an optional generator, mounted behind
the main engine. The steering gear and
autopilot drive are equally easily accessed
through the starboard side cabin.

s we cast off the lines from the tight berth in Cherbourg
marina, the boat responded so well to the wheel that there
was no need to use the bow thruster.

>
Not being entirely convinced of
the efficacy of a twin rudder configuration,
once we reached the outer harbour I did
several manoeuvres to see how the boat
performed at slow speeds both ahead and
astern and decided that the bow thruster
was one luxury I could easily dispense
with on this boat. But any lingering doubts
about the twin rudder arrangement were
entirely dissipated when I repeated those
same manoeuvres with the centreboard
up, and managed to turn and twist the
boat, something that I would have never
managed to do on my previous boat. I was
told that the large twin rudders were only
part of the answer as, in order to ensure an
efficient response, Allures had decided on
a sail drive which allowed the propeller to
be mounted further forward than a standard propeller shaft arrangement, so that

the propeller wash reached both rudders.
The boat is supplied with a fixed three
bladed propeller as standard but most
owners opt for the J-prop three bladed
feathering propeller which is undoubtedly
more efficient. It certainly worked very
well on the test boat as did the twin steering wheel arrangement, another feature
whose usefulness on a cruising boat I had
previously doubted. It certainly suits the
Allures 45 well as it provides a better view
both ahead and of the sails and allows
unimpeded access to the stern platform.
However, in my view, its greatest advantage is that of having a backup in an emergency as either rudder can be used with
either wheel. The Jefa twin wheel/twin
rudder steering system, which is fitted as
standard, utilises two independent

The elevated navigation
station with two comfortable seats enjoys a
panoramic view and can
be used as chart table or
computer desk with all
instruments.

> A modern ocean-going yacht, the Allures 45 has integrated solar panels

> Jimmy Cornell, here checking the welding work in the Allures yard

At the paint shop, the thing that struck me was that absolutely no
filler had been used on the bare hull that was being readied to be
coated from the waterline to the toerail with a special varnish.

steering units, each capable of driving one
or the other rudder. As the two rudders
are linked, either wheel can operate one or
both rudders. This also means that in case
of a complete steering failure, or the loss of
one rudder, the automatic pilot, normally
connected to the starboard rudder, can be
transferred to operate on the remaining
rudder.
After several days of rainy weather we
were fortunate in having a sunny day for
our outing, and the light fluky wind was a
bonus for testing the boat’s performance.
As I regard a cutter rig as the ideal configuration on a cruising boat, I found the solent
jib and staysail arrangement, backed by an
efficient fully battened mainsail, perfectly
suited for the Allures 45. The swept back
spreaders on the 9/10 rig also seemed a
good choice on this relatively light displacement boat with a healthy ballast to
displacement ratio. She certainly sailed
well and, no doubt due to her deep centreboard, was behaving no differently to a
keeled yacht. As we heeled over in a gust,
the two rudder configuration came into
its own with the leeward rudder doing all
the work and the boat tracking straight as
an arrow. To improve performance, both

water and fuel tanks, each with a capacity
of 550 litres, are provided with transfer
pumps to shift the ballast to the windward
side. It is something that I wish I had on my
previous boat and I am sure will appeal to
the more performance minded sailors.
We had more fun in the shifting winds
when we hoisted the Parasailor, that all-inone sail which is both an asymmetric and
tri-radial spinnaker, and, as I know from
personal experience, can be just as efficient in light as in very strong winds. Two
welcome features on the Allures 45 are the
extended stemhead, which is so useful in
flying a gennaker, cruising chute or, as in
our case, the Parasailor. The spinnaker
pole, mounted on a track on the front of
the mast, is another useful arrangement
as it allows the pole to be easily lowered
and raised without having to physically
manhandle the large spar.
The uncluttered foredeck has a deep and
spacious sail locker separated from the
forward cabin by a collision bulkhead.
Forward of it is an equally deep chain
locker, with the chain having an unimpeded straight fall from the vertical electric
anchor winch. The stemhead is set up for
two anchors and the chain locker has a

removable separation bar for easier access.
The locker sides used to be painted but are
now left bare as the unpainted aluminium
seems to cope better with the knocks from
the chain and spare anchor.
The deck layout has been well thought out
with all lines coming back to the cockpit,
where an electric winch mounted on
the port side takes care of the more strenuous tasks, such as raising the mainsail
or reefing. With only two of us on board
during the test, we had no problem in
handling the sails, anchoring or docking,
so the boat is well set up for short handed
sailing which shows why it is so popular
with couples planning a long voyage, just
as its predecessor, the highly successful
Allures 44.
The centreboard control lines are located
next to the electric winch which can be used
to raise the board, although the block and
tackle arrangement makes it just as easy
to lift the board by hand. With the centreboard down the draft is 3 metres, which
is reduced to one metre when the board
is fully retracted. On passage, the 200 kg
aluminium centreboard is normally locked
in the down position and if something is
hit a sacrificial safety lanyard will break
and allow the board to swing up. When
moving in shallow waters, the board is left
unlocked so it swings up if the bottom is
touched. Only those who have sailed this
type of boat with an integral centreboard
can understand the satisfaction of being
able to explore in complete safety areas
which others can only contemplate from

afar. However, shallow draft and the ability
to dry out is only half of a centreboard’s
attraction as downwind performance can
be greatly enhanced by adjusting the depth
of the board to existing sailing conditions
as far as fully retracting it while on a run.
An aspect that many sailors do not seem to
be aware of is the advantage of being able
to sail downwind on this type of yacht with
the board fully retracted, which eliminates
the risk of broaching, a major concern on
any keeled boat.
The large cockpit with its rounded forms
shows the advantages of its composite
construction. The forward part of the
seats is slightly inclined to provide more
comfort and will no doubt make it hard for
the person on night watch to keep awake.
The fake teak deck material which covers
all horizontal surfaces is also used on the
cockpit floor and seats. There are various
versions of this material to choose from
but the nonslip compressed cork looks and
feels best.
A reasonably sized teak table somewhat
softens the rather bare look of the cockpit
which has none of the usual side lockers
to store small items, and this observation
also applies to the area of the two steering
positions which are equally bereft of convenient places to store small items such as
sunglasses or a camera.
Larger items fare much better as there is a
large locker to starboard and, depending
on the choice of interior layout, an even
larger locker on the port side. The size and
shape of this locker depends on whether

the owner decides to have that space taken
up by a normal cabin or a utility room. In
the latter case, its opening roof can have an
oversized plexiglass hatch to store diving
gear, dinghy, bicycles and any of the usual
cruising paraphernalia which one acquires
when there is space to store it. There are
more storage lockers behind the steering
wheels, the one on the starboard side being
a self-draining gas locker set up to take
Camping Gaz tanks.
The twin steering arrangement certainly
works well on the Allures 45 as it opens
up the cockpit and provides free access to
the stern platform. The dedicated liferaft
locker under the steps makes it easy to
launch the raft without having to lift it as it
is on the same level as the stern platform.
On either side are two deep lockers, one
for diving gear, the other one to store the
outboard motor which can easily be raised
or lowered by using the overhead davits.
The distinctive stern arch fulfils a range of
functions from providing a platform to hold
various antennas, wind generator, solar
panels, to acting as davits for the tender.
Although made of aluminium, the arch is
not welded but bolted the hull to make it
easier to customize and maintain.

















In the eight years since it was founded, Al-



lures Yachts have established an excellent


rapport with their customers, many of whom


have
completed round the world voyages, so

there has been plenty of feedback which the
builders have been more than willing to in-





corporate in later orders.



After all, it is mostly due to this fruitful interaction that Allures
44 morphed
into the 45. And this process continues unabated as

I was told that from Allures 45 hull no. 1 to hull no. 8 the modifications are already running into the hundreds. There is indeed
a genuine willingness by the builders to accommodate special
requirements, so much so that Allures are now providing a 3D

program
to potential clients so that they can personalize their
own boat. A young couple preparing to set off on a long voyage
with two young children took full advantage of this facility which
allowed their young crew to design their own forward cabin from
scratch.
 of all the changes that have occurred in boat design and
In spite
construction in recent years, I am still convinced that the most
important features of a long distance cruising boat are safety,
comfort and performance, and these basic criteria were borne out
by every survey on this subject that I conducted over the years.

They have always been my own yardsticks in judging the suitability of a boat for an offshore voyage and the Allures 45 has passed
this test with flying colours.



 


















































Hull length
Maximum beam
Draught
Light displacement












Spécifications
























11.8 t

550 l

Fuel capacity

550 l
9/10
alu. / composite
100 m²

Motorisation (sail drive)

55/75 h

EC Certification

Cat. A

Certification body



1.05 /3 m

Freshwater capacity

Sail area close-hauled



4.43 m

4.4 t

Materials



13.98 m

Including ballast

Rig
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420 rue de la Pyrotechnie
50110 Tourlaville
tél. : +33 (0)2 33 43 22 20
fax : +33 (0)2 33 43 22 22
info@allures.fr

www.allures.fr

